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Interface preps kids for social media
Student project works to reduce cyber bullying

After growing tired of waiting for someone to make a move, computer science graduate student
Stephanie Valentine said she decided to take action against cyber bullying. 

Valentine started two initiatives to combat cyber bullying — a non-profit organization called “Wired
Youth” and a children’s social networking website called “KidGab.” She credits her background in
computer science, thorough research and personal experience as the catalysts to her work.

Valentine said her creations have opened a new and safer pathway into the world of social media
by eliminating some of the dangerous aspects of networking that may threaten the younger
generation.

“My research focuses around children’s social networking — what is appropriate, how do they
communicate, what role does conformity play, et cetera,” Valentine said. “Through my research, I
have built KidGab.”

KidGab is a social media networking site designed specifically for children. Valentine said the
website was created to ease children into the world of social media, and compared it to social
media on training wheels.  

“KidGab is a social network built for kids that are too young to join ‘adult’ social networks like
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A Girl Scout and her mother test “KidGab” as part of Stephanie Valentine’s research.
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Facebook, Instagram and Twitter,” Valentine said.  “All of the elements of an adult social network
are there, but there are also monitoring and mentoring elements in place to be sure that kids are
safe and are learning healthy habits.”  

Valentine said KidGab is intended as a closed social network for small communities of children
and adults, like a scouting troop, a sports team or a classroom. She said kids can learn how to
social network in a safe environment mentored by their parents, teachers, community leaders and
professionals.

“Many commercial social networks for kids constrict what they can do or say to the point where
they’re hardly ‘social’ at all,” Valentine said. “KidGab allows almost all social networking
constructs, like friending, wall posts, comments, ‘likes’ and groups. KidGab focuses on education
and mentoring, rather than constraints.”

Valentine’s other creation is the non-profit “Wired Youth” that provides children with workshops
designed to teach safe and expressive social networking skills. Valentine said the workshops also
initiate parental involvement for the children’s future online encounters.

Emily Magnotta, program specialist at Girl Scouts of Central Texas, said her organization has
already been influenced by KidGab and the Wired Youth workshops.  Magnotta said  there is a
need for more programs like Valentine’s.

“The workshop was amazing and the girls were able to absorb a lot of new information and
practice it firsthand at the workshop,” Magnotta said. “Girls were able to make new friends both in
person and online. Once they got into the website and starting playing with all features they loved
it. KidGab is a great tool for us.”

Valentine said after seeing the negative effects of bullying firsthand, she chose to take advantage
of her own childhood experiences in order to pull something positive out of the situation.

“I grew up in a neighborhood that is nationally known for its high level of gang activity and
violence,” Valentine said. “Though I admit I was rather sheltered, I still experienced a lot of
bullying in school, and I understood the pain of my community. I grew up to be a computer
scientist, and I want to use my skills to relieve some of that pain in other communities. Much of
the violence is moving [to] digital now, and that’s a domain I have the skills to protect.” 

Since its beginning, KidGab has hit the ground running and has received positive feedback. After
assisting Valentine with a Wired Youth workshop, computer engineering graduate student
Cassandra Oduola said it was exciting to see the kids’ reaction to the program.

“The workshops went really well,” Oduola said. “It was interesting to see the girls’ knowledge on
Internet safety. It was also awesome helping the girls become acclimated with KidGab and seeing
them get excited about the different things they could do with a social network application tailored
to them.”

Magnotta said Valentine has established a new world for the adolescent online experience, and
the future of KidGab may be the future for children in the social media atmosphere.

“Younger generations will be digitally literate faster and more educated about how to stay safe
online,” Magnotta said. “Her curriculum and effectiveness of delivering information goes right
along with our digital literacy initiative.”

The first program started on Oct. 11 when the girls were introduced to the programs. The girls will
have access to KidGab for eight weeks, and the program will end with a closing workshop on Dec.
6.

http://www.thebatt.com/housing/view.php/3191815/country-apartment
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/view.php/3168504/Arizona-St
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/view.php/3094109/LUXURY-BRAND-NEW-1-BR-1-BA-FULLY-FURNISHED-1st-FLOOR-
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853332/Big-Event-takes-steps-to-round-out-its-t
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853330/Students-to-build-videogames-from-the-gr
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853339/Panel-deliberates-direction-of-Russia
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853331/Interface-preps-kids-for-social-media
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853338/Hunting-goes-digital
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853336/Womans-choice-to-end-life-sparks-debate
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853337/Maintain-stability-and-improve-ranking
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/view.php/3191815/country-apartment
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/view.php/3168504/Arizona-St
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/view.php/3094109/LUXURY-BRAND-NEW-1-BR-1-BA-FULLY-FURNISHED-1st-FLOOR-
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/
http://www.thebatt.com/news/author.php/388414/admin-admin/rss


11/4/2014 Interface preps kids for social media | thebatt

http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853331/Interface-preps-kids-for-social-media 3/4

FROM AROUND THE WEB

Where Do Pests Lurk? The Rooms in
Your Home That Pests...

Skydiving Vikings to Deliver
Minnesota's Game Ball

IRS Warns Taxpayers of Latest Phone
Fraud Scam

Putting Your Vacation Home to Work
for You

Finding Answers to Growing Concerns
About Water Fluoridation

Empowering People to Regain Their
Mobility

On-Site Workplace Health Clinics
Emphasize Chiropractic Care

5 Important Tips for Choosing a
Medicare Health Plan

Welcome Your Holiday Guests With
Inviting Lighting

A New Prescription for Finding the
Right Doctor

COLLEGE PRESS RELEASES

The Top 5 Apps for Traveling College
Students this Holiday Season

College women switching to Sobrr this
Halloween as the best app for fun --
and finding soul mates.

Win $1,000 to Study Abroad in Italy.
The ItaliaRail Study Abroad in Italy
Scholarship for Spring 2015 is now
accepting applications.

7 Tips for Scoring a Tailgating
Touchdown

Renowned Engineer Ric Bradshaw
Conducts Fujifilm-Sponsored Campus
Tour on Tape Technology

Enter email to receive news

10 Great Movies
Ruined By Awful

Endings

What Pepper From
'American Horror

Story' Really Looks
Like

Why Edward Norton
Doesn't Play The Hulk

Anymore

9 Characters We Still
Can't Accept Are Gone

First Look At The New
'Sinister Six' Movie

11 Actors Everyone
Hates Working With

The Most Popular
'Walking Dead' Myth
Debunked by Robert

Kirkman

'Big Bang Theory' to
Undergo Big Plot

Change

‘Maintain stability and
improve ranking’

Prof strips the math,
makes the cosmos
more relatable

Research seeks new
heights

Chemistry road show
freshens science
education for youth

Get Top Stories Delivered Weekly

From Around the Web

More thebatt News Articles

Recent thebatt News Articles
Interface preps kids for social media
By Samantha Latta

Provided A Girl Scout and her mother test “KidGab” as part of Stephanie Valentine’s
research. After...

‘Maintain stability and improve ranking’
By Caroline Corrigan

THE BATTALION: How does it feel to be named the head of the chemistry
department? GABBAI: It is good, I am looking forward...

Prof strips the math, makes the cosmos more relatable
By Nikita Redkar

Sarah Lane Physics professor David Toback teaches an essay-based course
centered around the Big Bang and the cosmos. The...

Discuss This Article

Subscribe

http://www.kagstv.com/weather
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/410/Where-Do-Pests-Lurk-The-Rooms-in-Your-Ho
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/409/Skydiving-Vikings-to-Deliver-Minnesotas-
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/408/IRS-Warns-Taxpayers-of-Latest-Phone-Frau
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/406/Putting-Your-Vacation-Home-to-Work-for-Y
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/407/Finding-Answers-to-Growing-Concerns-Abou
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/402/Empowering-People-to-Regain-Their-Mobili
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/403/On-Site-Workplace-Health-Clinics-Emphasi
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/404/5-Important-Tips-for-Choosing-a-Medicare
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/405/Welcome-Your-Holiday-Guests-With-Invitin
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/401/A-New-Prescription-for-Finding-the-Right
http://www.thebatt.com/press-releases/view.php/94557257/The-Top-5-Apps-for-Traveling-College-Stu
http://www.thebatt.com/press-releases/view.php/94496884/College-women-switching-to-Sobrr-this-Ha
http://www.thebatt.com/press-releases/view.php/94496624/Win-1000-to-Study-Abroad-in-Italy-The-It
http://www.thebatt.com/press-releases/view.php/94476498/7-Tips-for-Scoring-a-Tailgating-Touchdow
http://www.thebatt.com/press-releases/view.php/94206068/Renowned-Engineer-Ric-Bradshaw-Conducts-
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853337/Maintain-stability-and-improve-ranking
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853334/Prof-strips-the-math-makes-the-cosmos-mo
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852676/Research-seeks-new-heights-
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852673/Chemistry-road-show-freshens-science-edu
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853331/Interface-preps-kids-for-social-media
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853337/Maintain-stability-and-improve-ranking
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853334/Prof-strips-the-math-makes-the-cosmos-mo
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853337/Maintain-stability-and-improve-ranking
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853334/Prof-strips-the-math-makes-the-cosmos-mo
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852676/Research-seeks-new-heights-
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852673/Chemistry-road-show-freshens-science-edu
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853331/Interface-preps-kids-for-social-media
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853337/Maintain-stability-and-improve-ranking
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853334/Prof-strips-the-math-makes-the-cosmos-mo


11/4/2014 Interface preps kids for social media | thebatt

http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/853331/Interface-preps-kids-for-social-media 4/4

Search

© 2014 College Media Network,
a Uloop company

Housing
Roommates
Sublets
For Sale
Textbooks

Jobs
Internships
Professor Ratings
Scholarships

Tutors
Study Abroad
Student Loans
Test Prep

College News

News
Sports
Life & Arts
Opinion
SciTech

Newspaper Info

About Us
Contact Us
Advertising

Business Services

Post Jobs
Post Housing
College Publisher
Newspaper Classifieds
College Press Releases
College Wire Service
Text Links

Facebook social plugin

Also post on Facebook  Posting as Tracy Anne Hammond (Change) Comment

Add a comment...

http://www.thebatt.com/housing/
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/index.php/roommates
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/index.php/sublets
http://www.thebatt.com/for-sale/
http://www.thebatt.com/for-sale/index.php/textbook
http://www.thebatt.com/jobs/
http://www.thebatt.com/jobs/index.php/internships
http://www.thebatt.com/professors/
http://www.thebatt.com/scholarships/
http://www.thebatt.com/tutors/
http://www.thebatt.com/study-abroad/
http://www.thebatt.com/studentloans/
http://www.thebatt.com/test-prep/
http://www.thebatt.com/category/4752/News
http://www.thebatt.com/category/4753/Sports
http://www.thebatt.com/category/4754/Life-amp-Arts
http://www.thebatt.com/category/4755/Opinion
http://www.thebatt.com/category/5596/SciTech
http://www.thebatt.com/about.php
http://www.thebatt.com/contact.php
http://www.thebatt.com/advertising.htm
http://jobs.uloop.com/
http://rent.uloop.com/
http://www.collegepublisher.com/
http://www.campusave.com/
http://www.uwirepr.com/
http://www.uwire.com/
http://www.campusblvd.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Battalion/44694017884
http://twitter.com/thebattonline
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/?footer=1

