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Texas A&M to host national hackathon
competition Friday

Rudder Tower will be filled with students from Texas, California, New York, Canada and Mexico
for the first official Texas A&M Hackathon.

Five hundred participants will occupy Rudder Tower for 48 hours starting Friday to create novel
products ranging from “hardware hacks” to new apps. The event has garnered support across the
tech industry, as students from around the nation converge on what TAMUhack’s founders hope
is the first of many premier hack events. 

“It’s going to be unlike anything you’ve seen before,” said Christopher Findeisen, computer
science sophomore and TAMUhack member. “Hackathons started popping up here because we
all have a desire to create something.”

 Devan Huapaya, computer engineering senior and TAMUhack member, said hackathons
typically fall into one of two categories.

“In the first category of hackathons, companies host a competition because they want to make
things around their product,” Huapaya said. “In the second category, students at a university will
put together an event because they want to see what awesome ideas people will come up with.
TAMUHack, naturally, is in the second category.”

TAMUhack is not a coding contest. Instead of offering contestants a challenge to complete,
TAMUhack will give participants the freedom to create whatever they wish.    

“A coding contest [has] often one right answer, so there’s a correct way to code the problem and
you’re trying to approach and find that exact answer to that problem, whereas a hackathon really
encourages a lot more creativity and design to code an innovative solution to the question,” said
Tracy Hammond, associate professor of computer science and TAMUhack faculty advisor.

Eleni Mijalis, biology junior and TAMUhack organizer, said hackathons are able to pull out skill
sets not shown in the classroom.

“Hackathons really allow you to break out of that [classroom skill set] and kind of teach you the
skill set that you don’t learn in the classroom,” Mijalis said. “I think that’s a really important thing in
terms of being able to work in the real world of computer science.”

There is no theme for the contest this year. Participants are instead asked to create whatever
comes to mind as long as it follows MHL guidelines.

“Oftentimes we just refer to the MHL rules in one line: ‘Don’t be a jerk,’” said Christopher Nolan,
computer engineering sophomore and TAMUhack organizer.

TAMUhack’s team has worked since last spring to hammer out the event’s details. The group
learned from other hackathons they attended in the past.
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“We decided to plan this event because we have traveled around the country attending other
hackathons and noticed A&M didn’t have one of its own,” Nolan said. “Since spring we have
gained the nickname, ‘The Lonestar Hackathon,’ [and] gained many corporate sponsors.”

Mechanical engineering sophomore Richard Padilla said he plans on participating at TAMUHack,
which will be his first hackathon.

“I hope to take away insight into computer science after college,” Padilla said. “I am looking
forward to the companies and the amazing technology they will be bringing to the event the most.”

Get Top Stories Delivered Weekly

From Around the Web

More thebatt News Articles

Subscribe

http://www.thebatt.com/housing/view.php/3191815/country-apartment
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/view.php/3168504/Arizona-St
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/view.php/3094109/LUXURY-BRAND-NEW-1-BR-1-BA-FULLY-FURNISHED-1st-FLOOR-
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852428/Madison-Parker-Poetry-as-an-outlet
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852426/Sustainability-Panel-AampM-faculty-and-e
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852425/Athletes-gear-up-for-weeklong-Aggies-Can
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852422/Pat-Green-Jamey-Johnson-hit-B-CS-for-fes
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852421/Soccer-SEC-Championship-clincher-could-c
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852419/AampM-volleyball-hosts-Georgia-Tennessee
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852414/Mens-swimming-and-diving-to-square-off-a
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/view.php/3191815/country-apartment
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/view.php/3168504/Arizona-St
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/view.php/3094109/LUXURY-BRAND-NEW-1-BR-1-BA-FULLY-FURNISHED-1st-FLOOR-
http://www.thebatt.com/news/author.php/388414/admin-admin/rss


10/24/2014 Texas A&M to host national hackathon competition Friday | thebatt

http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852262/Texas-AampM-to-host-national-hackathon-c 3/4

FROM AROUND THE WEB

Empowering People to Regain Their
Mobility

On-Site Workplace Health Clinics
Emphasize Chiropractic Care

5 Important Tips for Choosing a
Medicare Health Plan

Welcome Your Holiday Guests With
Inviting Lighting

A New Prescription for Finding the
Right Doctor

Be on the Lookout for These Invasive
Species

It's Official: Women Are the Decision-
Makers Even When It...

Where the Jobs Are: Why Relocating
May Be the Best Option

Value of Education Brings Success
Among Unique Student...

Is Faith Really a Good Thing?

COLLEGE PRESS RELEASES

Renowned Engineer Ric Bradshaw
Conducts Fujifilm-Sponsored Campus
Tour on Tape Technology

5 DAYS ONLY! Semi Annual
Consignment Sale!

Leading Digital Strategists Transform
Digital Marketing In Business and
Academia

USA NETWORK AND VERIZON
CHARACTERS UNITE COLLEGE TOUR
TO VISIT SEVEN CAMPUSES ACROSS
THE COUNTRY, ENGAGING
STUDENTS TO COMBAT
DISCRIMINATION AND DATING ABUSE

See all Housing listings

A nucleus for student
ideas

Cyclotron accelerates
A&M to research
forefront

Researchers prep for
Large Hadron Collider
reopening

Tevatron research
continues despite
closure

Recent thebatt News Articles
FLAME connects students, mentors
By Bradley D’Souza

Females Leading Aggies as Mentors in Engineering is a mentorship program within
the Society of Women Engineers that matches female...

Texas A&M to host national hackathon competition Friday
By Gracie Mock

Rudder Tower will be filled with students from Texas, California, New York, Canada
and Mexico for the first official Texas A&M...

Engineer council hopes survey will link students, A&M
administration
By Sam Scott

Engineering students will have the chance to voice their opinion on 25 by 25, study
abroad and other topics as the Student...

Discuss This Article

Facebook social plugin

Also post on Facebook  Posting as Tracy Anne Hammond (Change) Comment

Add a comment...

http://www.kagstv.com/weather
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/402/Empowering-People-to-Regain-Their-Mobili
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/403/On-Site-Workplace-Health-Clinics-Emphasi
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/404/5-Important-Tips-for-Choosing-a-Medicare
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/405/Welcome-Your-Holiday-Guests-With-Invitin
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/401/A-New-Prescription-for-Finding-the-Right
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/400/Be-on-the-Lookout-for-These-Invasive-Spe
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/399/Its-Official-Women-Are-the-Decision-Make
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/398/Where-the-Jobs-Are-Why-Relocating-May-Be
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/397/Value-of-Education-Brings-Success-Among-
http://www.thebatt.com/web/view.php/393/Is-Faith-Really-a-Good-Thing
http://www.thebatt.com/press-releases/view.php/94206068/Renowned-Engineer-Ric-Bradshaw-Conducts-
http://www.thebatt.com/press-releases/view.php/93606923/5-DAYS-ONLY-Semi-Annual-Consignment-Sale
http://www.thebatt.com/press-releases/view.php/93450020/Leading-Digital-Strategists-Transform-Di
http://www.thebatt.com/press-releases/view.php/93405861/USA-NETWORK-AND-VERIZON-CHARACTERS-UNITE
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/view.php/3094109/LUXURY-BRAND-NEW-1-BR-1-BA-FULLY-FURNISHED-1st-FLOOR-
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852123/A-nucleus-for-student-ideas
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/851944/Cyclotron-accelerates-AampM-to-research-
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/851929/Researchers-prep-for-Large-Hadron-Collid
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/851925/Tevatron-research-continues-despite-clos
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852263/FLAME-connects-students-mentors
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852262/Texas-AampM-to-host-national-hackathon-c
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852253/Engineer-council-hopes-survey-will-link-
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852123/A-nucleus-for-student-ideas
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/851944/Cyclotron-accelerates-AampM-to-research-
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/851929/Researchers-prep-for-Large-Hadron-Collid
http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/851925/Tevatron-research-continues-despite-clos
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/?footer=1


10/24/2014 Texas A&M to host national hackathon competition Friday | thebatt

http://www.thebatt.com/news/view.php/852262/Texas-AampM-to-host-national-hackathon-c 4/4

OH HONEY ARE “SINCERELY YOURS”
WITH NEW EP // HONDA CIVIC TOUR

Search

© 2014 College Media Network,
a Uloop company

Housing
Roommates
Sublets
For Sale
Textbooks

Jobs
Internships
Professor Ratings
Scholarships

Tutors
Study Abroad
Student Loans
Test Prep

College News

News
Sports
Life & Arts
Opinion
SciTech

Newspaper Info

About Us
Contact Us
Advertising

Business Services

Post Jobs
Post Housing
College Publisher
Newspaper Classifieds
College Press Releases
College Wire Service
Text Links

http://www.thebatt.com/press-releases/view.php/93333401/OH-HONEY-ARE-SINCERELY-YOURS-WITH-NEW-EP
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/index.php/roommates
http://www.thebatt.com/housing/index.php/sublets
http://www.thebatt.com/for-sale/
http://www.thebatt.com/for-sale/index.php/textbook
http://www.thebatt.com/jobs/
http://www.thebatt.com/jobs/index.php/internships
http://www.thebatt.com/professors/
http://www.thebatt.com/scholarships/
http://www.thebatt.com/tutors/
http://www.thebatt.com/study-abroad/
http://www.thebatt.com/studentloans/
http://www.thebatt.com/test-prep/
http://www.thebatt.com/category/4752/News
http://www.thebatt.com/category/4753/Sports
http://www.thebatt.com/category/4754/Life-amp-Arts
http://www.thebatt.com/category/4755/Opinion
http://www.thebatt.com/category/5596/SciTech
http://www.thebatt.com/about.php
http://www.thebatt.com/contact.php
http://www.thebatt.com/advertising.htm
http://jobs.uloop.com/
http://rent.uloop.com/
http://www.collegepublisher.com/
http://www.campusave.com/
http://www.uwirepr.com/
http://www.uwire.com/
http://www.campusblvd.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Battalion/44694017884
http://twitter.com/thebattonline

